Final Draft of Rhetorical Analysis:

Charles Dickens’ goal as a writer was beyond entertaining his admirers of literature, his goal was to give a wakeup call to the heinous crimes committed against the less fortunate. Paul Davis gives insight into Dickens personal vindication on society and how they lacked empathy for the poor by economic, social and political means. William Wrigg dives in the personal life of Dickens childhood and wanders into the psychological impacts faced by Dickens and his influence on writing. Lastly, Ronald Meldrum exemplifies Dickens’ life journey of social and political reform. 
These three writers communicate to the audience with similarities in how Dickens’ childhood impacted his writing on a much larger scale then even he knew. Dickens did not have a typical happy childhood, as Wrigg states, “…[there were] deep-seated insecurities that had origin in the tragic, poverty-stricken years of his unhappy childhood,”(538). As well as Meldrum touches base on how, “Dickens knew little tenderness or security as a child,” (95). The purpose to include this insight is to provide an insight into the reasons why Dickens work was solely based upon the greedy rich and the helpless poor as they are reflections of his childhood. This was done to give a further explanation to the audience and allow them to feel sympathy and understand that mental health, even though not a highlighted obstacle in Dicken’s day, was a struggle that he had not overcome even into his transition into adulthood and much was reflected into all of his pieces of work that followed a similar pattern. 
Davis, Wrigg, and Meldrum had yet another commonality within their analyzation of Charles Dickens, and that was Dickens’ crusade of social reform and justice. In Davis’s analyzation, he gave many examples of the timeless masterpiece, A Christmas Carol, and how the story thrives beyond its years and comforts those in economic and social turmoil, specifically those who chose to, “escape oppressive economic realities.”(115). In Meldrum’s situational analysis, he highlights that, “Dickens was too clever to wish for utter uniformity or conformity in education,” (92). Wrigg touched base on how Dickens was rather a pessimistic and did not see the good in humanity, but rather, “Dickens doubted the success of even the most high-minded reforms unless a genuine feeling of good will came to prevail amongst men,” (538). These writers wanted to highlight the good and evil in men, in which is how these points are similar as the topic of social reform but differ in the message of how Dickens went about to achieve his social reform through his lack of belief in humanity. Davis and Meldrum highlight the positives of the crusade that Dickens proceeded with throughout his career, but Wrigg highlights that Dickens felt that humanity cannot change and that they were doomed with their selfish ways. Wrigg still ties into the topic of social reform but emphasizes the point that not all of Dickens efforts were so noble, which allows the audience to determine that not all aspects of social reform are a gleeful and glorious victory, but sometimes a cold and harsh reality, even when it comes to someone who has been glorified such as Charles Dickens. 
Dickens is a well-established writer who is well known for his constant use and importance of character symbolism. Wrigg, Meldrum, and Davis all highlight the importance of the characters that have become the essence of Dickens work. Davis focuses on, “…Scrooge huddled behind the desk while Bob shivers on his high stool are etched on our consciousness.”(109). Davis recalls probably the most well-known story that society acknowledges with much commonality, which is why this is the focus of his analyzation because his audience most likely is well inversed with the content and feels it is easy to explore on a critical level since the audience is presumed to understand to story at a superficial level. Wrigg as well highlights, “Scrooge’s entire existence is devoted to ledgers, cash boxes, and bills of sale.” (539). Wrigg feels that the audience is comfortable enough to understand the content and can take it a step further and begin to understand the symbolism of these characters. Meldrum chooses to name a few characters that actually do not experience any change in character development such as, “Mr. Dombey, Mr. Gradgrind and Pip,” (97). This ties into how Wrigg demonstrated on how Dickens feelings on social reform and humanities incapability of change tie into his character symbolism throughout various pieces of work. These authors highlight this constant pattern in Dickens work so that the audience can begin to understand beyond the superficial layers of the stories that they read. There is a purpose to every character and these characters therefore tie into how Dickens feels with the lack of justice he has seen with eyes in the society that he is surrounded by ever since his childhood, which has impacted his beliefs and needs for reforms.
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